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International Commission on Stratigraphy

Subcommission on Quaternary Stratigraphy
A general meeting of the SQS was held at the XVIII INQUA Congress Bern, Switzerland on 18h00 Tuesday, 26 July in the Congress Centre, Neufeld Meeting Room, Novotel.  It was attended by 4 colleagues (the meeting was unfortunately held at the same time as several others).

AGENDA

Apologies for absence.

Chairman's report.  Election of Officers for the period 2012-2017

Reports of Working Groups (Group leaders to report if present).  

PG reported progress on the Calabrian Stage GSSP definition.  At the time of the meeting the definition was approved by the ICS but awaited ratification by ICS.

Middle Pleistocene - Calabrian/Ionian Stage GSSP Working Group.

Brad Pillans (chair of the Working Group) reported progress on the ‘Ionian’ Stage GSSP definition.  He mentioned that he and Martin Head had visited Japan to examine the Chiba section, a second candidate for the stratotype for this boundary.  The Montealbano Ionico section in southern Italy lacks a palaeomagnetic record and is therefore unsuitable for the definition of a magnetically-based division scheme. He said that the working group hope to have defined the stratotype for the GSSP of this division by the next INQUA XIX Congress (2015).

Late Pleistocene – Ionian/Tarentian Stage GSSP Working Group.

It was agreed that Thomas Litt (the working group leader) should liaise with Gianni Vai over the definition of this GSSP division.  PG agreed to contact these colleagues.

Holocene Division Working Group.

PG presented the details of the new working group on the divisions of the Holocene (chaired by Mike Walker).  He stressed that the formal divisions would not necessarily be defined but that the group was appraising the situation and intended to report within 12 months.

Anthropocene Working Group.

 Discussion centred on the progress and need for a formal division to be termed Anthropocene.  It was agreed to await developments, although the view was expressed that it was not certain whether such a subdivision had a real practical value.

Short-time divisions Working Group.

There was discussion of the nature and need formally to define of short-time divisions. PG noted that Martin Head and John Lowe would be chairing a working group to examine this issue.  They would start work in the autumn.

Future projects.  Nothing was raised under this topic.

Any other matters.

PG noted that he and Kim Cohen had compiled a new correlation poster for the period of the last 270 ka, following from the success of that for the last 2.7 Ma.  It was available in preliminary form for the INQUA Congress but it would be published on-line on the SQS website in Septmber 2011.

PG also reminded colleagues of the SQS session to be held in Brisbane in 2012.  The session theme would be ‘Land-ocean’ correlations.

There was an unanimous decision to include Professor Matti Räsänen (University of Turku asa voting member of SQS.

Next meeting.
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